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randson of Norl Mer-
e. Ann Smith, of Clies-

ier, 'Enpinnd. great-grandson of Rttb-
fc -rt Mercer and hla wife, Ellnor Roy-
3 nolds; grandson of John Mercer, ot
J Dublln, Ireland, nnel hls wife, Gracn
Fonton, he was tho son of John Mer¬
cer. of Marlborough, In Vlrglrilft, nn

"fijemlnent lawyer, author of Mercer a

fiyvbrldgrment of tho Laws of Virglnla
(Williamsburg, 17ST aml lTrifi; Glttsgow,
1759), anel of a tract ngnlnst tho
fetamp A salel to bc the flrst publlsh-
od in Virglnla; Seerotary of tho Ohio!
Land Company, and tho possessor of
Inrge landed nnd business lnterests iu!
Vlrginia and Ireland. This John Mer¬
cer marrled first, 172.".. Catherino
Mason, the mother of the subject of]
]>, ,; rnotf sketch, and an aunt of
George Mason. of Gunston. An uncle
,,£¦ ,T. B, m, ... -Colonel James Mer-
,.,.,¦ ,..¦ v. ,i ,. un ofllcer ln a company
rajscd ln Virglnla fur the expedltiori
atrainsl CartaRenn; returnlhg as cap-
tnln of the eljjrhteenth foot. he served in
Colonc-l Uunhar's rcglment in tho en¬

terprise asralnsl Fort Duquesne, 1756,
Hylng lli tenai t-colonel In 1757. An
elder ir ol Judge Mercer. Colonel
. -. org Mi r \ ..- licutenanl and cap¬
taln lom Georg Washlngton's
jreglnieni (1 v- nio In the
Frem li md :. dinn War, latcr liou-
t, nant-i olon '' donel William
v.-,-'.' \ Irginia). IU-

not more than ten di Two > eat
Jater he rriddb a runoway tari lage
v.ith Mary N- viUe. daughter of Cli-is-
tonher Ni \ llh of L,ini oln. who dle.
Without ue In Richmond. Va June
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T.T. T. Iluutcr. llon. Muscot i:. H. Gai
n. tt. all mej.i d gress, and
General Rlcl ard B rnett, Confed-
cratc Statos Arm; Genero Robert S.
parnett, Confi i¦¦'¦ Stati Irmy, and
,Captaln John Mercer Brooki Confed-

Confederiito Statos ironclad Vlrginia,
Judge James Men er wi horn Feb¬

ruary 56. 1736, Stafford county. Va..
jn [j pari of th olony w ili h p o-
iluced the I.- s Washingtons. \ln-..-!..
etc. and o£ Whb <-. It used to be Baid
ithat "the two siele oi 10 Rappahan-
noek Rlver mad. the State of Vir¬
glnla." i.ikc his brothers, he engagc.
at an early ag< '" the French and
Indian Wars, and In 1756 was a cap-
jain ;ni'l ln comrhand of Fort I-oudoun
«t Wincliesterj Va. lie served ln thr
"House of 1'i'i'Ke's-. contlnuously fron

,-iir.z until the Cinal adjournmettt oi

ithat body in 177'. He n ls an actlve
merhber of many important .ommtt-

eii.

N,. left fotir chlldroi al nl whon
ni. ,i Ivjthoui lssue, escopt n rlaughtei
Marj Bleanpr, who murnled hoi flra
bousin, Iten. James Mercor Garnetl

Oi the niaiiy iiiiiicnt \ Irglnians wh
,\. ¦-,,., ,i ii,, in: elvos to the service o
,i .ntn during the Ri .olutlouar

linpalred to tlielr poatiBrlty the liberi
vhi..|. they Lad re-ociw... from tliel
fatlii-rs. Jmigi- Mcn-er was casll
amona Uie forenioaJ. Distlngulsho
by hls .¦liaia.-n r and <" uts, u wis
jtbunse'or, an eloaueat udvocate,

loglca] I'.-aionor, a keen nnd Inclslvo
dobater, feariess nnd flrm In action
when iii¦¦. courae had been determlned
upon, ..! r.entous patrlot, he was among
tho moal Infltientlal of tho frlends of
the Revoluflon from the verj begln-

B»-er ready to acknowledge and re¬
ward mllltary aervlcea, Vlrglhln has
been too llttle mlndtul <>f tlie wlse
in,-1, who took counael th>> gcntlemen
of easy fortune and a'ssured positlon,
who, pasl ti,'1 age for service ln the
field y'' none the less sttrely risfced
liv.s nrvi foftunes for her s:iUe. nnd
to whom she owes her ltbertlea not
less than lo tho BOldlors who fought
tlie battlos, Judge Mercer'a servlces
havo beeri far loss known than they
dc erved to tfe, Dr. Gernatt's artlcle
j. I!,,- rirsVsustalned effdrt to polnt
niu wlial they" were. Hc dellvers »

plaln, unvarnlshed talb, whose pole
fault Is its brcvlty. McG.

Tlie I,n«t rertcra of Rdgnr AHnn Poe
to Snrnli Wlilttuiin.

Edttod by James A. Harrlson. O. V.
Putnnm's Sons, London artd New York.
J2.50, net
This valttable volvtme belonga to a

llmlted etlltlon prlnted ln commemora-
tion "i" the one-hundredth annlversary
of Poe's blrth, January 19, i r>or>. nmi
published under thc ausplcea of the
University nf Virginia. The author
says In his foreword that "Poe's oima
mater mlght almost be sald to send
hlm thls belated valentlne ln honor of
hls matriculation at tho university, on

February 14, 182(1."
The frontispleco Is a reproductlon

from tho mlnlature portrait. palnted
in oll on ivory, nnd now owned by
Mrs. Robert Lee Traylbr. lt repre-
Sqnts Poe at the ago of twenty-slx,
when ho was youthful and liappy.
Tho flrst of tho serloa of letters Is

written by him to Sarah Helen Whlt-
man on October 1, 1S48, and la sent
from Fordham, Now York. The, nlnth
and last letter Is tlated January, 1819.
Mra. Whltman'a portrait lliustrates the
pagea of tho tlrst letter. Tho edltor
in his prefaco notes that: "For the flrst
time thla celebrated oourtship, lnvolv-
Ing one of the lovellest women and the
most talked of poot of their day, ia
revealcd In full, wlth all the authen-
ticity possible to accurately oopted
Ms.s., nnd the most scrupulous caro

taken In abatalnlng from addlng to or

condensing In any shape or form.
"Poe'a contract of marrlago wlth

Mrs. Whltman," hc contlnuea, "ls hero
given for the flrst tlmo tn hook form.
Mrs. Whltman'a most inttmato frlends
do not believo that she evcr liitendcl
to marry Poe; bul tho marrlago
contract and thi lady's Intense sin-
cerlty of soul, her never-ceaalrig lovo
for the poot, and tho expresslon ln ono

her unpubllshed lettera of 'hor un-

utterable aftectlon for hlm." contra-
di'-t thls bellef."
The lettera are instinet wlth the

eagcr, vlvid fcellng of thc poet who
penncd them. ir. the flrst Poe refers
io n valentlne sent hlni in February
of ;V ¦' by Mrs.' Whltman, and, men-

tionlng hla desire to acknowledge the
honor conferred on him, hb deciares-
fo accompllsh precisely what i wlshed

... ,i imposslble, when my cyrs feii
upon du.1 i¦'¦ on h poems, aml
the llnes 1 had written In my paa-
Blonat'e boyhood to th" Brat purely
Ideal lovo of my soul.-to tho Helen
Stani ard of whom I told you.-flashed
upon my recollcotion. They expresscd
nll thnt would havo sald, to you so

tully, accurately and concluslvely that
a. thrlll of Intense superatltion ran at
nco through my frame."
ln the second letter ho oxclaims:

"And you ask me why men so mls-
Judge me, why I have eriemles? lf
your knowledge of my charaoter and
caroer does nol afford you an answer
to the nubry, ai leasl ii does not bc-

"Li lt Bufflce that l havo had tho
audacity to romnln poo.r that I mlght
preserve my Independence; that ln let¬
ters, I" ;i certaln oxtont, I havo beon

I'succossful'; thnt I havo been a crltlc,
an unscrtipulously honest and, ln many
caai o hittcr ono. and that, whether
ln llterature or soclety, I have acjdom
refralncd from oxpresslng, elthcrVli-
rec^ly or Indirectly, thc pure contempt
with whlch the protonslons of Igno-
rance, urroganco or hostlllty lnsplre
me. And you who know all thla.you
ask in- why 1 have enemles!"
The same vlbrant llno of thought

runs through the wholo series of let-
!. All of them mako rcference to
nfferlng and unhappiness, and in thc
ieventh occura a ory for help ln. these
tvords: "My sole hope now is ln you,
li- len, Aa you are true to me, or fall
me, s o ilo T llvo or dle!"
A most pathetlc ondlng to the cpl-

sode Si the life of tlio poet Which the
lel ¦! \ embody la tho following brlef
note frourn Poe to Mrs. Clemm, contaln-

"My Own Dear Mother: We shall hc
marrled on Monday, and will he ai

rdham oh Tueaday in tho flrst traln."
Ovor"the broken chaptor of love and

rotnanco the vell of death has t'ailei
;ii"i hld from curiows oyes that whioh
it has not been glven tho unsympa-
thetlc world to know ln entlrety, Tht
lettera speak for thcmselves aftet

of sllence, and one of thelr mosl
memorabli reveiatlohs ls In the second

-, r,i,- saya thla In tlefepse of him¬
self agalnst eriliclsm: "I flAy6ar to yoi
that my soul la incapable oi diahonor
that wlth the exception of occaslona
foll'loa and e.M-osses which I bltterlj
lament, but to whlch I have boci
drlven by Intolorable sorrow, 1 can cal
to mlnd no m-t of rrty Hfe whioh wouU
i>11 itvr a blush to my check.or t(

yottrs. If I have erred at all ln thi;
regai'd lt haa been on tho slde of ivhn
the world would call a Qnixotle sens:
of tho honorable. the chivalroua. I
was for thla apecl03 of luxury that, li
early youth, I deliberately threw awa:
from me a largo fortune rather thai
.-I..111f,- a trlvlal wrong. It. was fo
thla that at a later perlod did vlo
i. nce to my own heart, and marrlei
for another'a happlneas, whero 1 knev
that no posslblllty of my own existod
\).: how profound Ia my love for you
sini <. it forces me into these egotlsm
tpr which you WlU luevltably desplslinie! Xevei'theless, I must now speal
to you the trulh. or nothlng."
As an lmportant addltion to Poe nt

cra'ture, this publlcatlop la ono ot th
liioiu yaluablo and lmportant of th
winter, lt la invested wlth added in
ten st through Its authorshlp nnd it
publlcatlon by the University of Vlr
glnla,
V i-iitmniii.

Bj J, C, Sniiith. Moffat. Yard & Co
"i Niv Vork. *L60,

lt j., pleaaaht to reallzo ln takiiu
: up "Araminta" thal the author of
1 most entartalnlng hook, "Brbke c

Covendon, after a subaequent stud
of geniiis ir, "Wllllam Jordan. Jr.," ha
returped ln thls latest hook to th
n. generally entartalnlng conald

itlon of modern people and thci
perlod, wlth much aoumen in charaote

f deiiin-atiou and muoh fellrtlty ln de
r scription of the way thnt sociot
yjamusoa Iteolf ln an epgraftlng upp
l th. twcniieth century typea somo an
B Jilenl liellen nnd bciux of mlddlo nlne
:i lei.iith century tralnlng.

Thn book beglna Wlth the most. ro-#
iiiarkable of these types, Cnroltno,
Oountoss ot Crewkerno, ati (.ngll-h
imiy of ipiaiiiy, who makei arrange-
iiii-iit s to celebrato hor seventy*thlr_
hlrthilay nn tlie lst Of Aprll. when sho
nlso mftkes her app.Rrnrico ln thepages
oi' ".Aramlnta." sho IS sald 10 huvo
wrought much unhflpplnoss during tlm
course of be-r sev-ftty-three sumtnersi
She Is a wrocker of roputatlons, never
iitterg a klnd word if sho can posstbly
hclj) it, nnd hns soldoin been known
lo elo good unlct;.'! by stealfh. She hns
Iglltterlng eyes anel hawk-llke features;
sue tyrannlzes ovor a long-sufterltig
companlon, nnd ls only good to her
overfed pug, Ponto. Yet, though Caxo-
line ls a vain. .elflah oid woman, she
has her polnts. She; ls clever, anel she
possesses a personallty whlch dornl-
nates her llttlo wor^lel and glves her a

traln ot followers* nulsance though sho
ls acknowkdged to he.
Most notahlo among her sycophants

aro George Bettorton, Duke of Don-
caster, heavy-Jowled, purple-faced nnd
so emulous of tho prlde of hls farm-
yard thnt he is known hy tho name of
"Oobo" among his friends; and Lord
Chertton, an old gosslp, whose mlssion
In. life J-'. mentloned ns nn nmbltlon to
al'wnys preserve nn apponrnnco of ono
ap-irt from tho vulgur herd. He and
tho countoss know each othor well, an.l
have crossed swords so often that each
derives zest froin a dlsplay of tho
other's doxterity. But between the
Duke of Doneaster and Lord Cherlton
^exists a "llttlo rlft within the lute,"
born of miitual and doep-rooted dls-
trust and Jealousy.
Tho seventy-thlrrl blrthday of Coun-

tesa Carollne Is rendered doubly nio-
mornble by an Idea whlch results In
nn Invltntlon to hor brother-ln-law, the
Rev. John Tillotso.n Perry, of Slocum
Magna. Tho rosponse to the Invlta-
tlon brlngs into Carollne's household
her nlec.e, Aramlnta, slx foet in holght
anel abomlnably attlred, not over-
burdenod as to bralns, but, belng a
duke's granddaughter, possessed of ex-
collont, lf somewhat rustlc, breedlng.

In hor Cherlton ellsoerns a genutne
Galnsborough, a reproductlon ln tho
flesh of Aramlnta, Duchess of Dorset,
ns Immortallzed on the walls of Caro¬
llne's drawlng-room by tho grcatest
Kngllsh portraltlst of hls day. "A
prettv trlck of old Mother Nature, a

perfect throwback." Cherlton charac-
terlzes the Aramlnta. who Is tho grent-
Branddaughtor eif the ronowne.d iluch-
e-ss. ITnelor the skilful tutaago of
Cherlton, Lady Carollne's Galnsborough
came upon tho social orblt. of London as

a sensatlon, nnd the Wednesdays ln
Hlll Street, where the rodoubtablo
countess ltved, were no longer shorn
nf tliMr ghirles, these "Wednosdays hav-
inir been proceded by Aramlnta's do-
luit at Saiut Sepulehre's Church, anel
Bfterward ln Hydo Park, on a Sunday
morning in May. ._¦'_'_

Carollne. wlth the gnme in her hands,
1s endlessly entcrtalning anel the story
nf how Bhe plavs off one of Arnmin-
ta's sullors against the other reveals
her for a shrewd and worldly-wise old
stnner even it sho ls soventy-threo.
Aramlnta, as she snys of hersolf, ls
rather a sllly, nnd has rightly come
by her nb-knaino of "Ciooso Glrl." but
siio Is young, her eyes aro blue. her
halr i« yellow flos.s sllk nml her clieeks
are llke pink roses. Slfe flouts hor
greai grandmother. Dorset. throush
her charms and gcts her portralt paint-
c,l when tho painter ts engaged to re-
oroduce tbe ancestral Galnsborough
tnasterplece; And as rhc flouts her
grandmother, even so sho routs, Caro-

'Wnr- Countess of Crewkerno. bhe pre-
fers' tovfe and lack of money to wealth
and Lord Cherlton at sixty-five for h

husband. She wlns over Cherlton to
her slde. and in the end she has her
way, aud goes io live. after her mar-

rlage with her painter man tn a red
brlck house at Wlddltord, not far from
her betoved Slooum Magna.
The book Is full of the most chartn-

Ing humor aud the keenost and clever-
est ob^ervations nnd coinments on hti-
man nature. Thero lw not a dull sen-

leneo in it. lt falrly sparkles wlth
wit, and one regrets the ending when
lt arrlves, becau.se lt mlght well go

I on contlnubuslyi llke Tennys'on's im-
mnrtal brook.
AVhen tho author reaches tho polnt

of apeculatlon as to the possible and
probable destlnles of his book people,
«e says: "Qubt homlnes. tot scntentlae.
These Wlseacres may be rlght. or they
may not. lt is only ihe Cavoltno Crew
[Kernes who are Infalllble."
Allne of Crnml WoeidH.

liy Nevil «L Henshaw. The Outins
Company, of New Vork, publishers,
Jl.oO.
A romane-e of I.ouislana plantation

life with tlie "Cajuns" as prlncipal
flgures in tho story, The neighborhood
around Laudry's store, kept by Laudry
pere, who is also tho postmaster. and
a. good-natured but overlnqulsltlve t>er-
sonago, ls tho centro arounel whlch
tbe incldonts of tho story malnly
happen.
Father Martaln, a tender-hearted nnd

Bympathetic prlest; william H. Uw-
rence, .Ir., dlslnhcrlted becauso ot his
marriage against hls father's wlshes
Wlth a beautiful "Cajun" glrl; Allne,
hls daughter, orphaned by his deatn
from a yellow fever scourge, and
brought up hy hor father's overseer,
Telesse; Numa La Blanc, Spanlsh hy
ele.-.e.e.nt and otitlaw by nature, In love
wlth Allnoj Caroy Gordon, a wealthy
rlce plaiiter. gallant, hrave and hated
by Lo Blano because \ni is .uccessful
ln winnlng Allne's fuvor. and Jlonsleur
Varaln, the "Cajun," grandfather of
Allne, who ln tho latter part of the
book tliieis his granddaughter and
makea arhonds for oruel treatment to
her motlver. aro tho main charactcrs
of tho novel. -.

The. plo. liinges on the death of
Alinc's father and tho separatlon of
the heroino, then ln "her chlldhood,
from all her famlly, aiul Her being
placcd in a false posltion npart from
the station where she rlghtfullv bo-
longed.
A ring, hung on a- chaln bv her

father and plaoed around her neck hyhlm bofore his death, leods to her linal
lilentllleatlon by her grandfather. Va-
rnin. Tho removal from her path ol
Numa by death, nnd her marriage tc
Carey Gordon, assures ht-r future hap-plnesa and compensates for the trlalf
and privatlona of her chlldhood am!
youth. Tho book is melodramallc ii
tone and interestlng ln stylo.

iiisTonic.vi. nooivs.

Tlie AsinNNliintlon of Ahrnlinm I.incoliiBjJ David Miller Dewltt. Tho Mac-
nilllnn Co., of New York. $2..5.

This book, one of many publlcatlons
by whlch tho Uncoln centenary yeai
is slgnnlized, begins with the 6th olJuly, lHL'l, when Junlus Hrutus Bootlmade hls first publlc appearance in tln
United Statos on the Itlehmond stageund won hls way to instant fnme niu
success. lio Avas the father of Johr
¦\Vllkes Booth, who had Just nttainee
the^ ago of tlllrteon years when hlifather dled, in 1552.

Booth's career from the date of hh
fathor'a death to the time when hls
body was placcd in a gun box an<Inirled beneath tho pavement of a cel
ln the old ponltentlary In Washlngtonls clrcumstantlally prlven. Then fol¬
lows tho nccount of tho consplracytrial. lls ilnelintrs and the o.xecutloniwhich followcd.
"I/Knvoy" contains the followin*.

slgnificant pnragraph: "'The Grea
Consplraoy,' postuiated by tho mllltaocomnilsslon. lt Is now ebneeded neveihad other than an lmaginarv oxistencn
Jefforson Davis outllvod the charge
and statues have boen er"cted to hh
meinory, around the haso of whlch sol
dlers of tho^Unlon and soldiers of tln
Confederaoy mlngled thelr npplause
When Thmnpson dled the flag e.f thiUnlted Btates was lowered al half-mas
over the Department of the IntorJor
Clay anticipated In his llfotHr,, tn,vlndlcatj.viv^itib.lls'u.,1 ->!V- 'U\H 'wldovRftei' .*,,. oeaih. Suriatt still Jlyajl" 'vie fult enjoyment of his rights n
V. clllznn. TllB cnnvlrte sanl «n r>».

Tortugas wero pardoned by Presldent
Johnson beforo tlio cxplratlon of his
term." Of Mrs. Surratt tho author dc-
clares: "lf she had been awarded a
trlal by jtirv. sho would not havo been
convicted. The trlal actnally awarded
her was not only unconstltutlonal ond

HOAV GEXEUAIj LEE I.KARNED OP
IKUXSIDE'S PLANS.

Doctor Wllllam dJennyaon Passaiore
a Frequcnt VIsKor to the Encniy'B

Oainp.
Lleutenant D, Ti. Love, of the

"Lunenburg Llght Dragoons," Co.- G.,
Oth Va. Cavalry, glves tho following
lnterestlng account of the very val-
uable and hazardous service renuered
by Dr. Passmoro \n securlng Infor-
niatlon for Oenernl Lee in refjard to
Burnslde's plans and movements 1m-
medlately before tho battle of Fred-
erlcksburg. K. W. H.

Tteedy P. O., Lunenburg Co., VA.
January 1, xaxi'J.

Much has been written ln your col-
umns ln commemoratlon of tho deeds
of daring and bravery of tlie Confede-
rato soldlers In the War between tlio
Htates, which adds to the undlsputcd
clalm of our people, that the Confede-
rate army was composed of the greatost
voluntoer soldlery that the world haa
jiver seen, nnd whose "llke will never
bo aeen again'."
But daily revelatlons aro being mado

of deeds of herolsm and lntropldity on

the part of prlvato soldlers, who havo
long slnce gono to thelr reward, after
livea of modesty and humlllty, the on¬

ly reward doslred or accorded them be¬
ing a conacloua sattsfaotlon of duty
well dorie, whlch ahowa that "tho half
has never been told" of these great
putriots, in' hiatory, song. poetry and
prose. Every community has Its un-

known hero, worthy of lastlng memory,
and the vnluablo aervlce of-aucti an

ono 1 wlsh to record by glving an ac¬

count, beforo unpubllshed, of thatren-
dercr to Gen. Robert E. Loo bofore the
battlo of Fredorlckaburg by the lato
Doctor Willlam Tennyson Passmore, an

Englishman by birth, who when n child
wns brought to Baltlmoro, whero he wns

educated and graduated ln modlclno;
removed to Lunenburg county, where ho
ninrrlcd and llved until hla death, ln
18R5, at Plensant Grove, a uaeful nnd
esteerucd citlzen and a aklllod and
leurned physiclan'.

At the OUtbreak of tha war, about
June, 1881, he eullatcd ln tho Luno'-i.nr;}
troop, and Berved with. )\'j commund ln
the *«ion*!'.u,hioQ!>" counties of Grecn-
iiiier, lluudolph nnd others beyond
Huntersvlllo, ln what ia now West Vir¬
ginia, under General I.orlng. Aftor that
campaign we were ordered to Ficd-

lllegal, it was not even fair. Hhe was
tried, convicted and executed ln i

plaoo of another, and lihQut hor acaf-
fold there liiiger.s a dark BUSplcion thal
her death sentcneo was extorted by
one surroptltious device, and her denth-
warrant nrocured by another."

ericksburg and became a company of
tho Dth Virginia Cavalry on Its organi¬
zation, whioh was assigned to duty in
Stafford county, in camp at tho court-
house for tho winter of 1S6-, holdlng
the Potomac River as our line. The
battles of Manassas had been fouglit.
At the flrst battle tho Federal army was
sent back to Washlngton llmplng and
stampeded, to be marshalled again un¬
der a new coinmandlng goneral, wtiose.
attempt to retriove the lost fortuncs oi*
war on tho same fleld by a second bat¬
tle resulted so dlsastrlously as to
cause hls removal and tho appolnt¬
ment of General Burnstde in his place.
Under those masters. of war tho two
urmles wero gathcred bofore the qulet
and historic old town ot' Fredericks-
burg, separated by tho pcaccful and
rlppling waters of tho Rc.ppahanocK as

directed by the Crcator's hand ln its
flow from the mountalns to the soa,
nnd thus affordlng a tcraporary barrlor
and peaoerriaker to stay the apparent
dootn of tho town by keeplng apart the
growling and restless "dogs of war"
impationtly awnltlng to be unloasnod
and to dash when hcarkened by their
masters' voices into an lnovltablo death
grapple and headlong destruction. We
havo all ho often heard from nartlcl-
pants ln the struggle and have our-
uselvcs related tho thrllllng story of the
/battle of Frederlcksburg on the cold
and Bnbwy day of December 13,
18G2, that lt is too well known to our
children to need repetitlon' ln your col-
timns.
The world knOws how General Lee

drovo Burnsldo's army back, bleeding
and whlpped, liko a seattored gang of
birds Into a blvouac, But the story of
the man who rlsked hls life to secure
and glve General Lee tlie inforinatlon
tiecessary to win thls grent vlctory,
hcretofore uutold, I will t;Olv toll.
The ablllty and skill ol' Doctor Pass-

moro as a physiclan were too well
known among tho men for hlm to re¬
maln In tho capaclty of a prlvato sol¬
dlor, and tho olficcrs caused hls deta.ll
for duty ln thc medlcal department,
where ho rendered valunblo scrvlco in
treatlng tlie slck, though hls narno ro-
rnalned on the company rolls. One day
some slx weeks before the battle hc
rodo Into oamp to my mess, havlng
been my close frlend nml mflssmate
from tho tlmo he jolnod tho army, and
asked us to havo hls horso carod for.
saylng ho was golng to croas the rlvot
to see about Goneral Burnsldo's army,
as General Lee wished Inforniatlon a» to
its numbors, plana of tittaok, etc, and
tJ>Ht»aa;.reliabJo ^uul intelllgont report
was nocefe'iTry, and General Lee had re-

questod him to go and authorlaed hhr
to solect and tnUo a frlend with htni, a

man of courago and lntelligenco to bt
trusted, one who could tako care ot
himself ln any emvrgency by avoldlna

susplclon, appearlng lnnooent anel fear-
less; thls*belng done, to niakc sure of
one returning wlth tho Informatlon,
should the other be.lost or taken_
For the servlco of so hazurdous a

mlsslon the reward of a dischnrgo
from duty for the rest of the war was
promlseel. He lnvlted me to be hls
companlon. I respe-ctfully decllned tho
Invitation and consideretl hlm crazy to
go hlmself on such an underlaking, a.s
lio could not return allve. Ho was ne-
tcrnilnc-d to go, and after much per-
BUasion, he; got Mont. Cuumney to agreo
to go wlth hlm. They at once started
lb. the tllrectlon of Frederlcksburg to
the Unlon lines and succeeded ln get-
ting through, nnd soon aftorwards tney
met iinil were reeogtilzcd by a Union
man the Revorend Hunneycutt, who
afterward was notorio-js iu the polltl-
cal hlstory of the reconstructlon of thls
State, and he reported to the Keder-
als thelr presence within tho Yanlceo
llites. Chumney became alarmed after
meetlng Hunneycutt anel returned to
e:ainp, but Hocto'r Passmore went on ln-

j to Froderlcksburg. and soon after en-

terlng the store of a Mr. Scott. wlth
v.'hoin he tngaged ln a conversation,
flve Yankees canio ln in search e>f him.
Ue qtiickly got bohlnd the counter and
beoame busy wlth tho account books
of the-store, and was not suspected.
The Yankees, supposlng ho ivas a
clerk, left after a few mlnutes
ln qiiostionlqg Mr. Scott. Ho re-
malned tiiero until night, wlien he
crossed thu rlver at one of the
upper fords about slx mlles west ot
Frederlcksburg, in Stafford county,
where ho stopped at the houso of a

farmer wlth Whom he had prevlously
stayed whlle uslng the house for a sort
of hospltal whlle treating the sick in
camp on tho place.
Ue secured from thls man an old

horse anel cart, whlch he loaded wlth
e'hiclcetis, butter, eggs, mllk anel vege-
tablcs, which ho promlsed to sell ln
Burnside's camp; disgulsed as a ragged
and, to all appearances, a half-tvltted
non-combatant. He drove to the gen-
eral's lieadtiuarters, was kindly
treated, und given dinner for hlmself
an,! horse. Tho general exprcssed hls
desire to havo hlm brlng fresli _up-
pllcsXfor hls mess every day, and
urged,'him to conio rogularly. But ho
appeared uneasy, anel expressed hls
fear at belng among; so many strange
sohllers, saying nearly all the lolks
ln the world must be thore, and that
he was afraid to leave homo any more
lest he be hurt and hls horse and
wagon and stuff taken from hlin. The
general^ soniowhat

. amused at his
slmpliclty, allaycd hls foars by tolling
hlm that he' had only 115,000 men ln
hls army, and that to come when he
wished, as they would not hurt hlm.
and to allay his fears he dlrected
hls adjutant to glve hlm a pass und
pernilsslon to brlng and sell hla stuff
ln tho camp, so ho contlnued to make
dally trlps to the licadquartcra mess
and sell his produce. He was so well
llked by tho ofllcers that no heslta-
tlon was appavent in thelr conversa¬
tion with hlm about Uio numhers. dlf-
ferent eommands und the ofiicers oom-
intuieling, as well as u\ thoir confl-
donco in lhe success of thelr plana to
atlack and destroy. tho rcpel army.
Tho Yankoes gavo liim encvugh dis-

carded blunkets anel army i.)othlng,
somo of whlch was as good av. new,
to flll a room tn the house of? tho
man wlth whom ho was slopplug,'. but
ho contlnued to wcar hls ragt'ed
clothes. and from hls dally trade inathe
much money for him as long- as h.|
thought it iieeessary to romaln to got
the infonnatlon General Lee deslred.
We, hls mossmatos, havlng beon ln
formed by Chumney of the dlscovery

of thelr prcscnce wlthin tho Yankce
llnes, and that Passmore was being
purauod, had glven hlm up for dcad;
but hot so, in slx or aeven weeks
who should we seo comlng up the
hlll to our tent but Passmore! "Now
for news," I thought; but ho would
only tcll us to prepare for the battle
Whlch we would have ln threo days.
IIo went at once to General Lee'a
headquartera nnd gave hlm a full a'c-
count of all he had learned from Burn-
aldo, hla strengtii, plan of attack, tho
positlon of the dlfferent commands of
the army corpa, and the names m the
gcnerals who commanded them, and
remained at General Lee's ftead-
quartera until the battle was fought.
The world knows the result, and I
have already disclalmed any purpose
of addlng or attemptlug- to add any-
thlng to the hiatory of the great vlc-
tory for tho Confederatc army; but
the world, and especlally the people
ot Lunenburg county at large, do nol
know that General Lee selected a phy-
slcally frall and most gontly «ud
klndly natured Lunenburg man for
the lmportant and perlloua undertak-
Ing df secuilng information concern¬
lng tho enemy, and that the truat was
made good to the satlafaction of Gen¬
eral Lee, and that ho accepted tha re¬
port wlth such conlidenco as on lt to
plan, fight and win ono of the great-
est battles of the war.
The next tlme I saw my frlend Pass¬

more was wh/n he called by to aay
good-by to us, and to show that he and
General Lee had kept falth wlth each
other. ho oxhlblted a leave of absence
nnd an order from Gonoral Lee dlrect-
tng hlm to return to hls home In
Lunenburg county and remaln thorc
until further orders from hlm, ho hav¬
lng by one darlng, bold and effec-
tive stroko filled tlie measure of a
soldler's duty and oarned aa a reward
the 1 plaudlt of hls great commander
and hls linal dischargo as a soldler.
lle retired to hls pleasant home and
family nt Pleasant Grovo, ln Lunen¬
burg, and. though ho became com-
pletely paralyzed soon after the war,
and had to be lifted to and from his
chair, bcd. and carrlage, he llved
tW.enty years a %fe of great usoful-
ness ln hls communlty, took an active
part in tho publlc affalrs of those try¬
ing days following tho rulns of war,
and hls counsels and advice were al-
ways respected and estcemed, and to
tlio time of his death he contlnued to
adminlster to the slck and thoso ln
distress.
He left a largo family of children,

worthy Bons and da'tightors of the
father, tholr'mother havlng dled sev¬
eral years after the war.
Tw« vv hls sons aro now living at theli

old home."Pleasant @rove".and are
considered among the leading, mosl
useful and successful men in Lunen¬
burg ln all. matters pertalnlng to thc
industrlril and civic advancement ot
their county, AV. T. Passmore, Jr.,
being; ono of the largest and most
prosporous farmers of thls sectlon ol
tho Stato, and hls youngor brother,
Hon. Georgo E, Passmore, haa led n
highly successful huslnoss life, hna
taken an actlve part ln tho publlc af¬
falrs of tho county, and been hon-
ored by hls fellow-citlaons wlth posi-
tlons of honor and trust. He repre¬
sented Lunenburg ln tho Houso of
Delegatea of 1897-1S9S. Peaco bo to
the ushes of WflTlam Pa^aniore; may
he rest ln liopo of reward from One
greater than Robert E. Leo ln tha
klngdom above for duty well doue
on oarth, Is the devout wlsh and
prayor of hla friend and comrado,

D. R. LOVE.
Lleutenant Oompany G, Nlnth Vir¬
ginia Cavalry, A, N. V,

oodFurniture
Travel this way and you'll be rewarded when you reach Richmond's most popular

furniture store. Our immense building is loaded with the choicest and best furniture
values. Our furniture is the output of the best factories in the world, and we are backed
by the manufacturers when we guarantee quality. Isn't this a good argument^or you to
start your spring purchasing with us. Underselling prices prevail throughout the entire
stoie and we are always ready to grant you Easy Credit Terms.

White
Sewing
Machines

Let us send one to your
home on approval. It will
soon pay for itself in the
time and labor it saves.

New Method Gas Range
Are Looking for
and Want to Buy

is

mti
tll'

ntioi

You
Range
BEST".Which

THE NEW METHOD.
You see gas ranges and gas ranges. nll cla.Imcd

to be "TUB BI-ST.'" maklng you ln doubt whl '

ls? If you could examliii. all tha gas ranges th
ure niaelo vou woulel tlnd thnt thore 1
dlfference ln thelr constructlon aa
burners, manner of litrhting tbem nnd
of thfe oven are concerned. (These ar
ln a range thal dectde how much g
iiurn anel how well your baklng and
be done.) And lf you can,see a range nu
years ago you woulel lind tliat lt^ constructt
practlcally the same as those shown you to-day
¦wlth one excoption.

The New Method
When conslderlng htiylng a Oas Range. the flrst

consume, for whlch reason, If you wore shown two
more than the second, you WOUld not hesttate to pur
could do your cooking and consume one-fourth less

If you buy a Now Method Range or Hot Plate. your
each iiioBtli than they would be If yOu wero uslng any

The renson why the NBW MfSTHOD patonted lijir
efflcieney than any east Iron burner ls that they aro
funnel-shapod Jet hoieB, does away wlth nll tho frlc
thlek Jet holes, Thls allows a much larger rjuantlty
mlxed wlth tho gas without popplng bnck, at tho same
Odor. THE MOItl- OXYUE.V UHJRNBD, TIIE I.KSS

Theso burners aro llght ln welght, consequehtly
"vVe would be please- to havo you call and let the

Range over all otliera.

polnt you will thlnk of, ls the cost of tho gas lt will
ranges, nlthough ln appoarartco tho flrat plnaseel you
ha e tbe lattor, If you were satlslied that wlth lt you

g.'i«,than wlth the former.
(,-ns hllls will be from 20 per cent. to 30 per cent. lesg

ga.s range or hot plate havlng east Iron burners.
ners havo from 20 per cent. to 30 per cent. hlirher
mado of Polished Key Steel, whlch, togother wlth thelr
tlon thnt thore ls ln the rough enst burners, wlth thelr
of alr to be drawn Into through the mlxers and pronerly
tlmo prodticlng a much moro Intense heat without anV
GAS.
can bo enslly lifted out, wnshed and cles.ned.
salcsmnn explaln to you the superlorlty of thls Gas

Sale of.Iron Beds
Sample Beds from the foremost makers, and some tull lines of

standard grade Iron Beds.all eminently desirable.are in this
sale at a fraction the usual underselling prices.

$3.00 Iron Beds, In wliit
full slze; reduced to.

SI.no Iron Beds, ln whlte: tfl QC
very rlgld; reduced lo. jpi.-J"*?*

$5.00 iron Beds; enameled ln
blue and white; redUced lo...

$7.00 iron Beds; enameled ln tfjo 7C
uul green; reduced to.. .?.-».« «J

$1.49
$1.95
$2.50

ameled
Iron I>ds, whlte en- &A ttn
reduced to. «pt*.OU

$3.00 Tron Beds; enameled *A Qglu whlte aiul gre
$10.00 Iron E

ln whlte and gri
$12.00 Iron Be

whlte and g.i ei

n; reduced to
d«, enameled tf>e 7C
n. seduced to <pO,tO
i, enameled in *c oe
reduced to.. «pv>'03

Brass Beds
At One-Third Off

Regular Prices
Every Brass Bed in the

house is in the sale. Simply
have the salesman take a

third off the plainly marked
prices.

Good

f1 _fi) ___U ^ J^=>k

life®.
OUSHEEo^BROADSTa

Your
Credit

Is
Good


